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Since Christmas is a busy time, especially for 
Santa Claus, students have been persuaded to 
help Santa with his list for the teachers. 

Some of these items may be hard to find, 
but Santa never disappoints "good kids" so 
the list has been sent to the North Pole with 
instructions that Santa must decide which 
teachers deserve their Christmas presents. 

Dear Santa: 
Mr. Burrell needs a new tree outside his 

window. He also needs a 5 point buck and a 

new shotgun. Straight edges and chalk are also 
on his list because of the great rate at which 
he breaks them. 

Mr. Shields will be glad to have a perfect 
Sophomore basketball team for next year 
complete with big palm trees and some 
pigmies. Many Lady Govs think you should 
bring him a muzzle. On the other hand, one of 
them ordered a megaphone for him. Also on 
his list are a tu-tu, a wig, and a new Halloween 
mask that doesn't look so much like himself. 

Travel might also be good for him, so one 
student suggested "a one way trip to Mars". 

Ms. Borman is also going to be in luck. Her 
students ordered a special real live gift
Robert Redford and last year's drama coach 
Ron Borstad. If you have a lot of force Santa, 
you might also bring her some cooperative 
and hard working kids so she will pick 
"Oklahoma" for the spring play. But at least 
help her out by covering up her mistake
bring back the test papers she lost. And don't 
forget to bring a pair of hot pink shoes to 
matr.h her briefcase. 

Mr. Ruzick will have fun Christmas morning 
playing with a new Spiderman Adventure set 
and a new Chemistry lab that his students 
have ordered for him. All of his Chemistry I 
classes will be glad to know that 382 more 
gram formula weight worksheets are included 
on his list. You might also bring him a new 
purple lab coat with "Sammy" embroidered 
on the front pocket. It has also been re
quested that you give him lessons in a new 
technique with the girls in his classes. 

As for the other Riggs High teachers, from 
all of the Riggs High students, please bring 
them each a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 
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Although Christmas in the United States is a 

hustle bustle time of rushing from here to 
there for gifts for these and those, Christmas 
in other countries around the world seems to 
be more natural but full of the spirit of 
Christmas. 

In Gloria Vargas's home country of El 
Salvador, the children make a list for Santa 
Claus and place it under their pillow the 
whole month before Christmas. 

Mary and Joseph play an important part in 
her holiday season. The gifts are placed by the 
nativity scene, which is near the family tree. 
Santa enters through the front door instead of 
the chimney. 

During this festive season of little sleep from 
the 24th through the 31st, Gloria's Christmas 
is highlighted by fireworks and a big meal 
with her favorite, pineapple pie. 

Ida Sessarego from Chile celebrates the 
holiday in a similar fashion. Her family 
attends midnight mass and returns home to a 

big meal with drinks called "Cola de Mono." 

In Chile, they place shoes near the fireplace 
unlike the familiar stockings hung on fire
places in the United States, with hope that 
Viejo Pascuero will soon be there. 

The Christmas celebration is shared with 
visiting and exchanging of presents between 
both friends and relatives. 

Roberto Fernandez of Honduras has a 
Christmas celebrated with fireworks and com
petitive caroling. They begin celebrating 
around the 19th of Dec. 

Elizabeth Schall and Jens Brodauf celebrate 
Christmas with similar traditions although 
they are from different parts of Germany. 
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Foreign students 
attending Rig� this 
year get together to 
try a Spanish festival 
custom, breaking the 
pinata, at the Lan
guage Festival, in
cluding from the left 
Ida Sessarego, Amity 
A i d , E l i s a b e th 

Schall, Amity Aid, 
Jens Brodauf, PIE, 
Roberto Fernandez 
and Gloria Vargas, 
AFS. 

N. N. N. N. N. N. N. N. N. N. N. N. N. N. N. N. 
Their central theme is Christ's birth known as 
"Christ Kind." 

On St. Nicholas Day, Dec. 6, Santa brings 
nuts and candy to the children of West 
Germany. He reads a letter to the boys and 
girls telling them the good and bad things they 
have done during the year. 

On Christmas Eve Elizabeth's family stays 

out of the room until her father puts up anct 
decorates the Christmas tree. The presents are 
then put around the tree and they light the 
candles which are on the tree. They enjoy a 
large meal, followed by opening gifts, and 
attending midnight mass. 

1(//eata meutleet, {e/t� 

Jens' family sets their presents near their 
tree on the table on Christmas Eve. They eat 
supper and sing songs. The children attend 
mass during the afternoon and the parents 
attend at midnight. 

It's all over, the day I waited a whole year 
for. And it is quite obvious by the way the 
house looks and the way my tummy feels, 
December 25 was here. 

Ah, it is now December 26, the day my 
Mom most regrets. My aunts, uncles, and 
cousins left last night, and I finally realized 
what a mess they left behind. The living room 
looks as though it were a dump for a wrapping 
paper factory. 

I was content lying in bed this morning 
thinking I would have the whole day to play 
my new stereo, but unfortunately when I got 

up, I found that I was nominated to clean up 
the mud tracks that Jake, our dog made when 
Uncle Frank let him in the front room last 
night. His excuse was that he felt sorry for a 
poor dog being left out in the cold. And Mom 
is still upset about the new green velvet pillow 
that Jake chewed up. 

Yesterday was such a fantastic day. It seems 
that it took forever to prepare for and it was 
over in such a flash. Everyone seemed to like 
their gifts. The expression on Dad's face had 
us all giggling when he opened his present 
from Mom. I wonder if he's figured out what 

it is yet. I about had heart failure when I saw 
my stereo tied with a big red bow under the 
tree. 

The living room seems so bare now that the 
presents are no longer under the tree and the 
pretty wrapping papers are now just waste 
paper. 

Soon things will be back to normal and we 
will all feel a sense of relief because we chose 
the right gifts for everyone, because it's the 
thought that counts. 

Christmas dinner was great. I thought Mom 
was expecting an army when I helped her 
prepare it. It doesn't thrill me when I think 
that leftovers will be served for the rest of the 
week and maybe longer. 

To some, December 26 is just another day 
when all the fun is gone and that "let down 

feeling" takes over because there are no more 
presents, and it will soon be time to take 
down the decorations. But to me it means the 
day after Christ's birthday, a day to enjoy the 
gifts that were exchanged, a day of memories 
and gratitude and another day of vacation. 

Lauri Steffen 

The tradition in Germany on Three King's 
Day, Jan. 6, is to take down the tree and store 
the decorations for the next year. 

Traditions in El Salvador, Chile, Honduras, 
and Germany, as well as in the United States, 
differ somewhat during the Christmas season, 
but the meaning remains the same, "Christ's 
Mass." 

A red suited fat man with a jolly 
laugh 

Eight tiny reindeer, a red nosed 
one at that, 

Little elves to help pack up the 
sleigh 

Just for kiddies to have Christmas 
Day. 

An evergreen tree with a star atop, 
Cookies left out for when Santa 

stops. 
Stockings hung by the chimney 

with care 
The feeling of Christmas is now in 

the air. Pat Buder



PAGE6 RIGGS HIGH SCHOOL GOVERNOR 

Wrestlers take break for Christmas season before hedic winter schedule 

Todd Thompson literally wraps up his match with a Chamberlain 
opponent during the first home meet Dec. 3. 

(Mike Springer photo) 

8 Seniors lead intramural basketball 
The 1977-78 Junior-Senior Boys 

intramural basketball season has 
gotten underway, and the action 
will exist every Thursday night in 
the gym. 

Eight teams make up the roster, 
with Seniors as captains. They 
are: Dan Sahr, Tim Barker, Larry 
Hartog, Keith Kneip, Mike 
Mitchell, Lionel Nold, Brady 
Marone and Tim Rounds. 

December 1st saw the teams 
battle to glorious victory and 
agonizing defeat. Kneip's team 
scraped up a win over Marone's 
team 28-24. Hartog beat Rounds 
in a high scoring viciously played 
game that saw Hartog play excel
lent individually, leading his team 
to a 63-50 victory. Nol d's cagers 
took a win from Mike Mitchell's 
team 42-36, and Barker beat Sahr, 
30-26. 

The games are set up in a simple 
Round Robin schedule which 
means that every team plays 
everybody else's team once. 

Six games have yet to be played, 
two before Christmas and four 
after Christmas. The schedule is 
split up by two JV home games 
and one Varsity game. 

There will be three games, two 
in February and one in March. 
The playoffs will be in March. 

Mr. Trautner, organizer of the 
events, commented on the fine 
turnout of players, "Combining 
S ophomore and Junior-Senior 
leagues, we have about 110 
players turning out each week. 
The captains give everybody an 
equal amount of playing time and 
everything seems to be going 
smoothly." 

Gymnastks into swing of things early in season 
The gymnastics team was off to 

a fast start this season with only 2 
weeks of practice before their first 
meet. 

On Dec. 8, the gymnasts traveled 
to Rapid City for some pre-season 
competition with Douglas High 
School. The results were to the 
advantage of Douglas but gave the 
Govs some good practice for up
coming meets. No team scores 
were kept but the individual 
scores came out with Nancy 
Stoeser placing 3rd on beam and 
5th on bars; Sarah Pries, 2nd on 
beam, 3rd on vault and 2nd All
Around; Lori Ackerman, 5th on 
beam, 2nd on floor exercise and 
2nd on vault; and Cathy Greene 

placing 4th on beam and 4th on 
floor exercise. 

Pierre defeated Miller at a home 
meet in the Junior High Gym Dec. 
12. The varsity scores were Pierre
75.65 and Miller 74.15. On vault,
Ackerman placed 1st with Pries
taking 2nd; floor exercise, Greene
took 1st, Pries 3rd and Ackerman
4th; beam, Pries 1st, Ackerman
2nd, Stoeser 3rd and Susan Reed
5th; bars, Stoeser 1st, Greene 2nd
and Pries 4th. There were no
all-around competitors.

Coach Tom Ball commented, 
"The girls are doing much better 
than had been anticipated earlier, 
but the tougher meets are yet to 
come." 

The wrestling season moves into 
the holiday break after five meets 
with both varsity and JV's chalk
ing up good records and several 
wrestlers scoring on top each 
event. 

The team is in Winner today for 
a meet and then they will take 
time for the holidays and be in 
action at Mitchell on Dec. 30. 

Sioux Falls was the site of a 
wrestling invitational Dec. 10, in
volving Sioux Falls Washington 
and Lincoln both A and B squads, 
Mitchell, Huron, Brookings, Yank
ton, Pierre and Aberdeen, who 
cancelled out because of the 
weather. 

Pierre placed 5th with 90½ 
points, ahead of Sioux Falls Lin
coln, Yankton, and Sioux Falls B 
squads. Marty Venner and Dave 
Padgett went undefeated through 
the invitational capturing 1st 
place in the 98 pound and 105 
pound classes respectively. 

Kevin James placed 2nd in the 
167 lb. weight class, after being 
defeated by Mario Glendo a 
former state champion from 
Sioux Falls. Todd Kelly and Roy 
O'Day placed 3rd in the 145 and 
126 weight classes respectively, 
Todd Thompson placed 4th at 
112 and Ray O'Day placed 4th at 
132. 

Dec. 6, Governor Grapplers trav
eled to Miller for a dual match. B 
squad lost to the Miller Rustlers 
39-23. A squad however, came
back with 7 pins and a major

decision to Miller's 3 pins and 
decision for a win of 46-21. 

Chamberlain met Pierre Dec. 3 
for Pierre's first home match. 
Pierre's B team members upset 
Chamberlain's B squad with a 
35-22 victo1y. Pierre's A squad
secured a close win with 28-24 as
.a final score.

Nov. 25-26 was the opening of 
Pierre's wrestling season when 
they placed 4th in Watertown's 
Dual Tournament, behind Rapid 
City Central, Webster and Water
town. Marty Venner at 98, Ray 
O'Day at 132 and Todd Kelly at 
15 5 went undefeated for the Var
sity squad, with Duane Wharton, 
Don Nye and Joe Newling unde
feated for the J.V. squad. Pierre's 
Varsity upended Sturgis 41-20 in 
first round action, suffered a de
feat from the Watertown Arrows 
28-21 the second round and a
defeat from Webster 28-22 in the
final rounds. The Junior Varsity
squad won its first round against
Aberdeen's J.V.'s 42-21, lost its
second round to Watertown J.V.'s
48-12 and defeated Brooking's
J.V. squad 46-15 in their third
and final round.

Assistant coach Larry Lundeen 
feels that the Governors, inspite 
of being a young squad, are doing 
very well. "The team has a lot of 
determination and each individua: 
gives l 00 per cent to improve 
from week to week," he com
mented. 

Three Governor football lettermen received All-State honors this year. 
From the left: Pat Mitchell, honorable mention defensive from the 
Sioux Falls Argus Leader; Dave Gates, All-State defensive from the 
Argus Leader; and Tim Rounds, All-State from the South Dakota 
Broadcasters and honorable mention defensive from the Argus Leader. 
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Lady Govs take Sedion VI, place eighth at State Tourney 
The Lady Govs, coached by classmen can fill. 

Barb Felderman and Don Shields, Lori Benham, Senior guard, "A 
climaxed their third season by good ball handler who can hold 
winning a spot in the Girls State her own in scoring," finished the 
"A" basketball tournament at ESD season placing 4th in the 
Watertown Dec. 8-10, where, be- conference in free throws making 
cause of unlucky draws and cold 67% of her attempts. 
shooting they placed 8th. Also placing in ESD stats was 

They finished their 14 game Senior forward Tammy Peterson 
ESD season further up the ladder who finished 6th in assists. She 
by tying for 3rd place with Water- has become known as one of the 
town with an 8-6 record. most offensively and defensively 
The Gals captured the Section 6 balanced players on the team. 

title Nov. 28-29 at Winner by Paula Keller, Senior guard, who 
defeating Todd County in the first according to Felderman was one 
round game and Winner 54-41 in of the best ball handlers on the 
the championship game. team and one of the top scorers, 

"Our shooting was as cold as the placed 2nd i11 ESD under assists 
weather", commented Felderman and 10th in ESD scoring. 
about the Lady Govs who shot an Felderman cited center Cheryl 
overall 29% in the State To urn- Hoenschied, senior, as "a great aid 
ament. "Had we shot our usual in defense against the bigger girls 
percentage, the games and the and an important contributor to 
whole tournament would have inside scoring." 
been a different story." "Barb Belk, who moved here 

The Lady Govs played good from Viborg, S.D. this fall worked 
defensive games at Watertown in fine with the team and kept the 
with Yankton being the only team spirits high and team fired up," 
to score high against them, as was the praise Felderman expres-
indicated by the uneven 57-27 sed for another Senior guard. 
score. Sue Larson, Junior forward, 

They also fell to Aberdeen placed 6th in ESD in rebounding 
35-28, in the second round of to complete the ESD standing for
play a team they had beaten twice individual players. 
earlier in the season. Karen McDonald, Sophomore 

Belle Fouche came from behind center, also saw a lot of game time 
in the last few seconds to sneak this season along with the rest of 
by the Ladies 44-40 in the con- the subs whom Felderman sum-
solation game. med up as well balanced with no 

They will lose five seniors this single outstanding player. "All of 
year causing a big hole, which them did a fine job when called 
Felderman is confident the under- upon this season." 

Two of the four members of the Cross Country team who earned 
All-State honors at the State Cross Country meet this year are Darrell 
Hartmann, left, and Keith McGruder. (Karen Likness photo) 

Senior Lauri "killer" Benham starts her drive for the basket during the 
final game in the State "A" tourney at Watertown Dec. 3. 

Judson gets basketball underway 
The Governor basketball team, 

under the direction of Assistant 
Coach Bob Judson in place of 
hospitalized Roger Pries, attained 
their first victory in their third 
game of the season. 
The Govs beat the Rapid City 

Raiders on Tuesday, Dec. 13 in an 
excellent game which ended at 
65-60, Pierre's first victory of the
season so far.

Joe Ashley led the way scoring 
25 points and blocking 6 shots. 
Pat Mitchell had 15 points and 7 
rebounds. The Govs only gave the 
ball up 10 times proving they can 
play and win if they hussle. 

The Watertown Arrows hosted 
the Gov's Dec. 6 where Pierre 
worked hard but came out on the 
short end with the Arrows ahead 
of the Govs by a score of 50-39. 

The Pierre defense had a prob
lem in this game with shots from 
the corner. Although Joe Ashley 
had 8 blocked shots, the outside 
shooting of the Arrow forwards 
got the best of the Govs. 

Turnovers didn't play a major 
role in the loss, but 16 turnovers 
can mean winning or losing the 
game. 

Joe Ashley and Dave Gates hit 
the defensive boards with com-
mendable performances, but the 
rebounding on the - offensive 
boards left something to be de
sired. The leading scorer for the 
Govs was Joe Ashley with 20 
points. 

On Dec. 2, Pierre hosted the 
Brookings Bobcats in the Riggs 
gym. Brookings beat the Govs by 
the narrow margin of 41-37. Turn
overs did play a factor in this 
game as the Govs gave the ball up 
18 times. The Governors were 

1 forced into shooting from the 
outside as Ashley was heavily 
guarded, and at times during the 
game was triple teamed. Ashley 
and Gates again proved their 
ability on the boards helping to 
bring the rebound total to 24. 
Derek Hazeltine scored 11 points 
and Ashley 10. 

"We're still trying different 
people at different positions, and 
the starting 5: Mark Benson, 
Derek Hazeltine, Dave Gates, Bob 

Tinker, and Joe Ashley, might not 
be the starting five next time. It's 

just a matter of time," stated 
Ass't. Coach Bob Judson. 






